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DETAILED ACTION 



This action is in response to the original filing of November 03, 2003. Claims 1-20 are 
pending and have been considered below: 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: Fig 
20-4 and 5 are disclosed, but are not in the drawing Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even 
if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. The use of the trademarks [BOME™, PALM™, WINDOWS™, MACINTOSH™, 
LINUX™] has been noted in this application. It should be capitalized wherever it 
appears and be accompanied by the generic terminology. 

Although the use of trademarks is pemiissible in patent applications, the 
proprietary nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent 
their use in any manner, which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

Claim Rejections '35 use §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8 and 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Leavitt et al. (US 2002/0085037). 

Claim 1: Leavitt discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer program 
comprising: 

a. ) a plurality of buttons "inputs" which translate the events and have assigned 
commands defined by the user. (Page 2, Paragraph 16) 

b. ) a pointing device to activate an event associated with the buttons. (Page 3-4, 
Paragraph 56) Also disclosed is the ability to associate items on a steering wheel, 
rotary dials etc. to the buttons. (Page 5, Paragraph75) 
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c.) discloses performing an assigned command associated with button once activated. 
(Page 2, Paragraph 17) 

Claim 2: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses allowing the input device to click the 
button, to detect the event. (Page 2, Paragraph 28) 

Claim 3: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses clicking of the button then launching 
an application, open file etc. that indicates that the input was received. (Page 2, 
Paragraph 28) 

Claim 4: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses assigning commands to the button 
for input events that and considered mapping. (Page 2, Paragraph 17) 

Claim 5 : Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses modifying inputs to one or more 
configured functions(Page 8, Paragraph 123) 



Claim 6 : Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses checking to see if the program is 
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open and if not it opens the program. This action swallows the request if the program is 
open otherwise allows it to pass. (Page 7, Paragraph 121) 

Claim 7: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses single or multiple actions to occur 
from the interaction. (Page 2, Paragraph 23) 

Claim 8: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program as in Claim 1 above and further discloses allowing command to launch a 
application or open other files. (Page 2, Paragraph 23) 

Claim 11: Leavitt et al. discloses a method for adapting the computer such that inputs 
are modified according to the user defined preference comprising: 

a. ) a plurality of buttons "inputs" to receive events form an input device which then 
translate the events and have assigned commands defined by the user. (Page 2, 
Paragraph 16) Also disclosed is the assigning of commands to the button for input 
events that is considered mapping. (Page 2, Paragraph 17) 

b. ) a pointing device to activate an event associated with the buttons. (Page 3-4, 
Paragraph 56) In addition discloses the ability to associate items on a steering wheel, 
rotary dials etc. to the buttons. (Page 5, Paragraph75) 



Application/Control Number: 10/699.968 Page 6 

Art Unit: 21 12 

c.) clicking of the button, which detects the event. (Page 2, Paragraph 28) and 
discloses performing an assigned command associated with button once activated. 
(Page 2, Paragraph 17) 

Claim 12: Leavitt et al. discloses a method for modifying input behavior comprising: 

a. ) the ability to associate items on a steering wheel, rotary dials etc. to the buttons 
based on upon user preference. (Page 5, Paragraph75) 

b. ) defining translation behavior of each event translator responsive to input by a user. 
(Page 2, Paragraph 30) 

c. ) clicking of the button and launching an application, opening a file, etc, which 
indicates that the input was received and executed. (Page 2, Paragraph 28) 

Claim 13: Leavitt et al. discloses a method for modifying input behavior as in Claim 12 
above comprising: 

a. ) detecting operating system events associated with the selective types of incoming 
input events. (Page 2, Paragraph 23) 

b. ) translating incoming input event according to the translation behavior defined by the 
associated event translator. (Page 2, Paragraph 28) 



Claim 14: Leavitt et al. 
comprising: 



discloses a computer readable medium storing a program 
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a. ) program instructions to enable a user to select a type of the input event from a 
plurality of input event types. (Page 3, Paragraph 56) 

b. ) program instructions to determine whether a given input event occurring during 
execution of the computer program matches the selected type of input. (Page 10, 
Paragraph 153) 

c. ) program instructions to perform a desired input event translation by processing the 
given input according to one or more input event translation rules if the given input 
event matches the selected type of input event. (Page 10, Paragraph 153) 

Claim 15: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a program as in 
Claim 14 above and further discloses a program that comprises a WINDOWS™ based 
program configured for execution on a WINDOWS™ based computer. (Page 4, 
Paragraph 58) 

Claim 16: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a program as in 
Claim 14 above and further discloses enabling the user to select a type of input from a 
plurality of input event types. (Page 3, Paragraph 56) 

Claim 17 : Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a program as in 
Claim 14 above and further discloses program instructions to perfomri one or more of a 
plurality of translations comprising remapping of the given input event type. (Page 8, 
Paragraph 123) (Page 7. Paragraph 121) 
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Pages 



Claim 18: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a program as in 
Claim 14 above and further discloses program instructions to remap input events of the 
selected type into input events of at least one other type. (Page 2, Paragraph 17) 

Claim 19: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a program as 
in Claim 14 above and further discloses program instructions to modify one or more 
event parameters of the input events of the selected type. (Page 8, Paragraph 123) 

Claim 20: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a program as in 
Claim 14 above and further discloses a wait, which is "time delay" in response to the 
input detection. (Page 10, Paragraph 151) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leavitt et al. (US 2002/0085037). 
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Claim 9: Leavitt et al. discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer 
program of a user definable interface for event translation as in Claim 1 above, but does 
not explicitly disclose that the events are connected graphically. However, he does 
disclose associating the event in text. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to also incorporate 
an icon with the associated plurality of commands. One would have been motivated to 
perfonn this operation to in order to allow users readily visualize the command they 
would like to incorporate. 

Claim 10 as in 9: Leavitt et al. discloses a user definable interface for event translation 
as in Claim 9 above and further discloses dragging and dropping of this infomnation. 
(Page 8, Paragraph 131) 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a) Chalas (5392386) discloses a method and apparatus for adding functionality to the 
computer programs executing under graphical user interfaces 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherrod Keaton whose telephone number is 571) 270- 
1697. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. and alternating Fri. off 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. JAMES MYHRE can be reached on 571) 270-1065. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



(EST). 



SLK 

12-19-06 
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